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Community Members March and Hold 
Vigil for Man Illegally Arrested by UOPD 


Eugene, OR - On Sunday, April 25th, 
community members and students 
attended a rally at the EMU Amphitheater 
held by Disarm UO to commemorate 
Eliborio Rodrigues. Rodrigues 

was a Latine man facing on and off 
houselessness while caring for his partner 
and children. He was illegally stopped and 
arrested by UOPD Officer Troy Philips in 
2018 and later murdered by EPD Officer 
Samuel Tykol in 2019. Eliborio Rodrigues 
filed a tort case against the UOPD and 

an internal investigation revealed that 
Troy Phillips lied in his report and hid 

the MAV audio and video recording of 
the incident. Troy Phillips was fired from 
UOPD, but he was killed by EPD before 
Rodrigues’ tort case was properly fought. 


Disarm UO read speeches 
discussing police abolition and the 
impacts of having a private police force 
on campus. They read aloud anonymous 
testimonies theyd gathered regarding 
police harassment and discrimination 
by the UOPD. The crowd then marched 
to the spot where Eliborio was illegally 
stopped, held space and discussed his 
story. An altar was created that was lined 
with flowers and art. Eliborio Rodrigues’ 
partner and children attended and were 
given art from the altar. 


Cat Kelly, a member of Disarm 
UO and a student at the University of 
Oregon, said, “It’s important that our 
community is aware of the history of 


violence enacted by UOPD. Eliborio 
Rodrigues was stopped and wrongfully 
tackled for being brown and looking 

poor. The University of Oregon is a 

public institution that directly impacts 

the local community and campus cops 
disproportionately harass BIPOC students 
and community members.” 


Nina Ray, another Disarm UO 
member, said, “The idea that cops on 
campus are less threatening or powerful 
is false. They are armed and equipped 
with the same resources as the state or 
city police and pose deep threats to safety. 
Their reach extends beyond campus and 
they work in coalition with the Eugene 
Police Department to harass innocent 
people. This issue requires community 
attention and organizing.” 


Racheal Larson, a member 
of Disarm UO and the UO Graduate 
Teachers Union said, “The story 
of Eliborio Rodrigues is one that 
demonstrates the interconnectivity of 
campus police violence to all police 
violence. Eli was first illegally stopped and 
arrested for biking and then was stopped 
and killed for collecting cans to support 
his family. Disarm UO is a community- 
led coalition working to disarm, defund 
and dismantle the University of Oregon 
Police Department. It is one of the many 
chapters part of a nationwide movement 
calling for the abolition of cops at 
institutions.” 


Protestors Rally and 
March to Get “Cops 
Off Campus” 


By: Vangeep 


On the afternoon of May 3rd, campus organizers put on a work- 
shop, rally, and march calling for the abolition of the University 
of Oregon Police Department that ended with a rock being 
hurled through a window of the UOPD’s east campus building 
and protestors taunting cops. The “Cops Off Campus” event was 
organized in coordination with a nationwide day of refusal, ask- 
ing participants to not go to work or attend classes, put together 
by the Cops Off Campus Coalition as part of what organizers 
called “Abolition May.’ The demonstration began at the EMU 
Amphitheater at 12:30pm where a fairly large crowd of approxi- 
mately 40-50 people had gathered. 


During this first portion of the event, organizers intro- 
duced the event and two speakers gave speeches. First, a radical 
GE and organizer spoke broadly about the need to abolish po- 
lice on campus. Then, a woman identified as M spoke about her 
experience as a survivor of sexual assault and how that informs 
her abolitionist beliefs. Her speech was a powerful defense of 
abolitionism in response to the common retort from critics of 
“What about the rapists and murderers?” She spoke about how 
she felt that the justice system fails survivors and how shed see 
people rehabilitated and opportunities for resolution rather than 
punitive reactions. The speeches were followed by a workshop 
section of the event. Attendees were encouraged to work in 
groups to fill out shared packets and discuss how the UOPD’s 
budget could be reallocated. After the groups took time to dis- 
cuss and fill out their packets, everyone engaged in a discussion 
where participants were encouraged to shout out their ideas for 
alternatives to how the UOPD budget could be spent. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to write their own messages in 
chalk on the ground around the Amphitheater. 


Shortly afterwards, organizers led attendees into a 
march. At the front, a banner that featured painted drawings of 
a pig in a police cap and the Earth led the charge. One organiz- 
er leading the crowd of about 25-30 demonstrators spoke on a 
mega-phone with chants such as “Cops off campus, cops off the 
earth! Slash their budget, put students first!” A consistent drum 
beat from one protestor added some great emotion and vigour 
to the chants. The march started on East 13th Avenue, turning 
on to Agate Street, then onto East 15th Avenue until the crowd 
stopped outside the UOPD’s east campus building across the 
street from Fairmount City Park. Once there, another organizer 
spoke briefly to those assembled. Protestors chalked more an- 
ti-police slogans on the road and sidewalks outside the building 
and hung up signs on the building and fencing connected to 
it. At one point, an officer stood out in the fenced parking lot 
sternly staring down the crowd before returning inside. As the 
demonstrators began to march away from the UOPD building, 
one person in the very back of the crowd threw a rock through 
a window of the building. Many in attendance had not been 
initially aware of this occurring since theyd been facing the op- 
posite direction. But, soon after UOPD officers began to aggres- 
sively follow the marchers in their SUVs, flashing their red and 
blue lights, filming the protestors on their body cameras, and 
occasionally becoming targets of the crowd’s ire as they yelled at 
the officers to quit their jobs while flipping them off. Thankful- 
ly there were never any direct confrontations between officers 
and protestors, as they opted to keep a distance from their cars. 
The march ended at Washburne Park with remaining attendees 
splitting off in various directions. 


Community Members Stop 
Post-Fire Logging Operations 


MCKENZIE BRIDGE, OR - Monday morning, community members 
occupied log decks along Highway 126, stopping active post-fire 
logging operations for an hour. The action comes amidst growing 
controversy over the Oregon Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) 
mismanagement of the hazard tree removal. 

For months now, concerns have been mounting about ODOT 
falsely marking and over-logging healthy, living trees and standing dead 
trees that pose no public risk along the scenic route and across the state. 
Recently, during a Senate hearing those fears were confirmed by expert 
whistleblowers (source link). However, the excessive cutting has not 
been stopped, despite calls from prominent state Senators. Within the 
fire boundary along Highway 126, piles of timber including old growth 
can be seen, directly next to living trees marked with blue paint to be 
logged. 

Troubled by the scene, four community members entered the 
site where a helicopter was yarding logs hoping to halt the work, in an 
act of nonviolent direct action. Two of them got on the already decked 
logs, while one person put themself in the mouth of the log loader. 
Waving at the helicopter that was actively moving a log, they attempted 
to catch the attention of the pilot in order to safely stop the yarding 
process. The helicopter stopped yarding and hovered, empty, for a 
period of time. 

At this point, the loggers on the ground were unable to 
continue work. In response to the work pausing, employees from 
Mason, Bruce & Girard [MBG] told the community members that 
their actions caused thousands of dollars in profits lost for the logging 
corporation. 

As two community members continued to occupy the log 
decks, two more followed to where the helicopter was then working. 
Despite this, Joel Zeni from Suulutaagq, Inc allowed the helicopter to 
continue yarding logs on the occupied worksite. 

Clover, a community member, said: 

“By labeling post-fire logging as ‘hazard tree removal; ODOT 
contractors are using the fires from last summer as an excuse to make 
record profits under the guise of community safety and at the expense 
of taxpayers. Now is the time for all of us to take a role in protecting 
what’ left by stopping this irresponsible and destructive logging.” 
Jesse, a community member, said: 

“We have nothing against the individual workers doing their jobs; we 
want ODOT, MBG and Suulutaagq, the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management to stop exploiting this disaster by ending all post- 
fire logging. We urge others to join us.” 

Lane County sheriffs and state patrol were called to the scene. 
Once work had been stopped for an hour and the demands were made 
clear, the community members left the site peacefully. 


CASCADIA 
FOREST 
DEFENDERS 


A New Boyle to Pop on the 
UO Board of Trustees wy. p:ccste 


On April 16th, Governor Brown nominated 7 people for seats on the University 
of Oregon Board of Trustees. Among the nominees was Columbia Sportswear 
CEO and billionaire Tim Boyle. As Boyle is one of the university’s largest do- 
nors, his nomination does not come as too much of a surprise. In fact, Boyle’s 
nomination is certainly aligned with the previous appointments of other CEOs 
and billionaires to the Board that has seen individuals from Goldman Sachs, 
Freddie Mac, Microsoft, the timber industry, the multimedia industry, the con- 
struction industry, and elsewhere gain a spot on the university’s top governance 
board. Boyle will surely continue to advance the corporate agenda of the Board 
that has pushed for the privatization of UO since the Board of Trustees’ incep- 
tion in 2012. 

Further, it appears that Boyle will have the guidance and mentorship of 
fellow billionaire Chuck Lillis for his first year as trustee. Lillis recently an- 
nounced that while he was not re-appointed to the Board he will stick around 
for a year to help with “getting the trustees as exposed to the university as 
quickly as possible.” In other words, Lillis will essentially keep his position as 
chair of the Board for an additional year and onboard the new billionaires for 
their continued “service” to the Board’s corporate agenda. Beyond the danger 
his corporate ideologies present, Lillis sticking around is also unacceptable con- 
sidering Lillis infamously physically assaulted a UO student last year on camera 
at the Board’ March 2020 meeting. 

Despite the disappointing list of appointments that signal business as 
usual at the UO, the work on campus and in the community to fight for a de- 
mocratized Board of Trustees structure must continue. Our public universities 
belong to the people, and we must fight like hell to make it that way. We cannot 
continue to allow the Oregon State Legislature and Governor Brown to sell our 
public universities to the highest bidders. We cannot accept a Board of Trustees 
that continues to privatize the university, invest in prison labor and fossil fuels, 
defend a deadly campus police force, raise tuition yearly, push back on fair con- 
tracts for staff and faculty, and make decisions that harm the Eugene-Springfield 
community-at-large. We need a Board of Trustees that represents the needs 
of students, faculty, staff, and community members in an authentic and trans- 
formative way. We need a Board of Trustees that is close to campus and fully 
aware of the impacts their decisions will have on campus stakeholders. We must 
reject the corporate agenda repeatedly advanced by the Board and finally pop 
the Boyle that continues to irritate the backbone of our campus - our students, 
faculty, and staff. Democratization can’t wait and these nominations highlight 
that more clearly than ever. 
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My name is José Alfredo Ortiz Angeles and I have recently joined the 


European Studies. 


Insurgent as a Prisoner Liaison. I am currently in my third year of under- 
grad at the University of Oregon and plan on finishing my studies with 
a double major in Philosophy and Romance Languages, and a minor in 


Thus far, Madeeha and J are collaborating in thinking about ways to 
improve our prisoner correspondence and have been making up for lost 
time by sorting through our years-long backlog of prisoner letters. Many 
of these letters include information regarding address changes, censor- 
ship concerns, requests for penpals, and subscription calls for the Insur- 
gent. To address each of your concerns, we are working on expanding our 
mailing list, finding a process to avoid censorship, and developing a page 
on our website where penpal requests can be listed and accepted. As we 
work to resolve these problems, I will continue to sort through the letters 
and look forward to receiving more of your correspondence. 


Jose contiinued next page... 
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Let's just be frank; we could be doing so much more to help give voices and shine 

a light on stories from those who are constantly and relentlessly silenced. It isn’t 
enough to simply share their message. We have to dig deep and go out and try to get 
resources and find places and people who are willing to put their time and energy 
into making a real difference. 

We, The student insurgent mailing project, are here to start making changes. One 
thing that has remained almost constant throughout each letter we receive is the 
want of a pen pal, someone to talk to and keep a regular correspondence with. So 
in an attempt to get these prisoners more connected with the insurgent community 
and helpful resources, we are planning to start accepting Pen Pal requests from our 
readers. All that we ask is if you are interested, to keep an eye out on our Instagram 
page, where we will be announcing how and what you'll need to sign up to become 
a Pen Pal. 

We also plan on expanding our reach. We have recently noticed that most of the 
letters we are receiving are from men/ men’s prisons and the west coast prisons. 

We want to widen our reach to include prisons all over the country and women 
and non-binary individuals. This is all in an attempt to show all perspectives of 

life on the inside. We know that each person perceives each experience differently 
and wants to be able to showcase each standpoint with respect to the teller of said 
standpoint. 
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... Jose continued: 


For this issue, Madeeha and I have selected a poem by Thomas Harris that speaks to the soul of the “sentenced” and the ways of living discovered be- 
hind bars. Mr. Harris demonstrates how a spirit of creativity is found as a result of the conditions he faces, describing these actions through words that 
express the adaptation and evolution of the individual. However, his growth is not isolated, but is part of a larger sentiment shared by the “sentenced.” 
Towards the end of his work, Thomas Harris identifies his reflections as part “Of a Convicts Song,’ relating his experience to the prison system at large 
and others who share his circumstances. 


The second piece is a retelling of Joshua Friar’s violent mistreatment at the Two Rivers Correctional Institution in Umatilla, Oregon. Joshua’s retelling 
is a gruesome account of the frequent abuse he received by the staff at the prison and points to a larger failure of the prison system to address the prob- 
lems faced by individuals in prison. Most prisoners will leave their respective institutions within their lifetimes and we, as members of our society, can 
determine how their time is spent behind bars. What kind of people do we want to receive when prisoners leave the institution? Joshua Friar’s story 
demonstrates one man’s commitment towards self-improvement and redemption against a system that seeks correction through torture and abuse. In 
reading through Joshua's story, we must ask ourselves to think about the true purpose of the prison system and how the system goes about achieving 
this purpose in the most brutal of methods. 
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Leave the Statues in Storage 


By: A. Isabelle Amezcua 


Last June 2020, Pioneer and Pioneer Man were taken 
down by protestors during one of the largest Civil 
Rights Movements in history. Protests and marches 
were heard around the world, and right here in 
Eugene as well. These statues were taken down by 
protestors and activists. For years, the Native Student 
Student Union and more recently, the Black Student 
Collective have wanted these statues taken down. At 
the time, the statues were taken in for storage by the 
university before their fate could be decided. Almost 
a year later, their fate has not been decided. If you 
look at the history of the statues, in conjunction with 
other art pieces around the campus, and take current 
events into context it becomes quite clear that the 
statues Pioneer and Pioneer Mother should not be 
restored by the University of Oregon. 


If you look at the other art displayed around 
the University of Oregon, it becomes clear that 
this school was built and designed by people who 
view Pioneers as a part of their heritage, and a key 
component of the school. That rings true with the 
mural in the Knight Library titled “The Mission of 
a University’, which has the quote, “..conservation 
of our racial heritage” written in it, which directly 
refers to white and European heritage. This is further 
illustrated by the other murals titled “Developments 


of the Arts” and “Developments of the Sciences’, 
which have show a tree, with Indigenous peoples by 
the roots at the bottom using tools to work the land, 
and European people at the top, by the sun, up in 
the branches, doing scholarly work. The images are 
quite isolating to students who are not white, and 
explicitly demeaning to indigenous students; these 
murals were painted around 1937. 


Onto the statues themselves. Alexander 
Phimister Proctor created Pioneer Mother in 1930, 
and in 1932 it was officially installed by Susan 
Campbell Hall. Pioneer was created and installed 
almost a decade earlier, in 1919. It was the first 
statue on campus, and the unveiling drew many 
people across the state for its unveiling. In fact, 
the President of the Oregon Historical Society 
gave a speech at the event. To quote a section, “the 
Anglo-Saxon race is a branch of the Teutonic race. 
It was and is a liberty-loving race. It believes in the 
protection of life and of liberty and in the rights of 
property and the pursuit of happiness. This race has 
large powers of assimilation, and its great ideas of 
liberty and of the rights of mankind caused other 
races to become a part of it, so it became a people as 
well as a race.” 


This explicit reference to race and assimilation is 
a nice euphemism for colonization and the violence 
that ensues, something not forgotten by many 
students here. The whip in the Pioneer’s hand is 
quite a violent symbol, especially with the absence 
of a horse, or another pack animal with him. Proctor 
had earlier done a statue of the Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee to be displayed at a university in 
Texas, which has since been taken down. 


Given the murals, the statues, the other themes 
of Proctor’s work, and the speeches given at these 
unveilings, it would generally behoove the university 
to not reinstate them. The students have already 
expressed their dismay at the statues’ presence at the 
university, and in August 2020, the University had 
planned to cover up the offensive murals. So why 
would they address one issue, but not the other? 
These statues are a reminder of violence, a reminder 
of overwhelming colonialist ideas, and a reminder 
that for many students of color, especially Black and 
indigenous students, academia can be an isolating 
and unwelcoming space. So to President Schill, and 
other members of the University of Oregon Board: 
what kind of space do you want to create for your 
students? 
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‘Exterminate All the Brutes” 


SERIES REVIEW By: David Patrick Schranck, Jr. 


In early April, HBO quietly released the four-part documentary miniseries 
Exterminate All the Brutes, written, directed, and narrated by Raoul Peck; best 
known for his Academy Award nominated documentary on James Baldwin, 

I Am Not Your Negro (2016), and his 2017 film The Young Karl Marx. The 
miniseries gives its audience a searing, honest, and painful telling of global 
history (though with a large focus on the United States) through the lens of 
imperialism, settler colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy. Over the 
span of four one-hour episodes, Peck weaves together this narrative by drawing 
primarily on three books; Exterminate All the Brutes by Sven Lingqvist, Silencing 
the Past: Power and the Production of History by Michel-Rolph Trouillot, 

and An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar- 
Ortiz; in addition to stories from Peck’s own personal narrative, live-action 
reenactment segments, animated sequences, and pieces of media from the 
popular culture interspliced together. These elements are all combined for 
what is likely one of the most powerfully radical and brutally frank historical 
documentaries to ever air on television. 


The series came about from a desire to find out what the origins of 
white supremacy were, according to its director. It’s difficult to list every topic 
and event that Peck explores in the miniseries in his pursuit of understanding 
these origins because there are so many that he delves into. The story starts 
with the Spanish Inquisition and the “discovery” of the Americas by Columbus 
and continues with examinations of the transatlantic slave trade, the Haitian 
revolution, the American military industrial complex, genocide against 
Native Americans, the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Alamo, and 
Manifest Destiny among many other topics before ending in the last episode 
that largely focused on the Wounded Knee masacre and the Holocaust in Nazi 
Germany. The series continually asks its audience to question their fundamental 
preconceived notions about the world, history, politics, and culture, many times 
through startling juxtapositions. 


Additionally, the live action scenes in the series add an extra layer 
of drama to the horrors described throughout. These scenes range from 
dramatizations of real events to speculative demonstrations of how things might 
have played out if the Black and Native peoples were the ones who instead 
established dominance and put fear into the hearts of White settlers. The one 
continuous strain through most of these scenes is the actor Josh Hartnett, who 
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portrays various different White antagonists throughout history and across 
different lands. His repeated presence underscores one of the main themes of 
the series, that we are still very much connected to these past events and that 
each of the successive events examined builded off one another to solidify white 
supremacy. 


Raoul Peck is not afraid to shock his audience. The audience’s shock and 
disgust is the very point of his series. By facing these terrors of our past, we as an 
audience are compelled to reevaluate and recontextualize everything we know. It 
is obvious that Peck views this reckoning as vital and long overdue, and I would 
agree with him. I myself have been angered, troubled, disgusted, shocked, etc. by 
the events described in the series as I’ve picked up bits and pieces of knowledge 
about the history that Peck presents over the years before seeing it. But, I’ve 
yet to encounter any documentary before this that took such a thorough, 
comprehensive, unambiguous, and frankly radical approach and perspective 
to this history. Admittedly, the series does sometimes feel a little odd or off 
in some places; there are times where it seems like Peck doesn't fully explore 
certain issues, ideas, or events he raises (though with how much he packs in, 
this is understandable); and he does probably spend a tad bit too much time 
talking about his own story and career in the series. However, I feel that this 
documentary series is the most essential viewing I have encountered in a long 
time, particularly for radicals and those who are curious about radical thought. 


The historical narrative in Peck’s series is core to a radical understanding 
and critique of the current fucked status quo because this history is what 
fundamentally laid the groundwork for our current circumstances under 21st 
century capitalism. The atrocities highlighted in the series must inform our 
perspectives if we ever truly seek to dismantle and destroy every oppressive 
system that we all must endure and to rebuild anew. Exterminate All the Brutes 
puts together a damning indictment of the perversion of Western history by 
the dominant White powers who have sought to falsely justify and obfuscate 
their crimes and brutality of the last few centuries against Black and Indigenous 
populations globally. I cannot think of any other documentary, whether in 
cinema or television, that holds a candle to the comprehensive and forthright 
nature of this series and I cannot recommend it enough. I give the series 4.5/5 
stars. If you want to see it for yourself, it is currently streaming on HBO Max. 


mS a 


FoR FR TELAT. 
THAT. PAN TO MAR Int THE WORLD OR 


“SRL WOME SS 2 BE 


AND AS AKA FAY. 


7 


i 
FI 
a 


The Mosh Pit as 


By: J. Ellis 


It’s been over a year since we have seen a show... in 
memoriam, let us revisit the space of the DIY venue 
and experience once again the revolutionary energy 
it embodies. 

Hardcore has always been about politics. 
Throughout its history, its lyrics and DIY aesthetic 
have addressed the topics of animal rights, 

poverty, mental health, environmental justice, war/ 
imperialism, questioning authority, and the power of 
solidarity within the community. Since the era of the 
founding fathers of anarcho-hardcore (bands such 
as Minor Threat, Black Flag, and Crass), hardcore 
has embraced the spirit of the counterculture, 
advocating for departure from destructive hegemony 
while calling for radicalization and liberty. Unlike 
other musical genres, from commercialized punk to 
hip-hop and indie (I argue contemporary indie lost 
its independent elements long ago), hardcore exists 
distinctly as a counterculture instead of a subculture. 
The DIY ethos of the scene establishes an attitude of 
autonomy, the lyrics promote anarchical ideology, 
and the aggression of the shows express radical anti- 
state sentiments. 

Hardcore shows are another manifestation of the 
temporary autonomous zone, offering momentary 
reprieve from the toils of authoritarianism, oligarchy, 
late stage capitalism, and neoliberalism that haunt 
our daily lives. Hardcore shows are viewed by many 
within the scene as an outlet of expression, a safe 
space to exchange ideas while operating as a catalyst 
of political engagement. Anarchism permeates in 
the scene, even if it is not always explicit. The lyrics 
cry rebellion, the abrasive tonality of the music 
inspires aggression in the audience, aggression that 
implicitly protests the pacification that neoliberalism 
promotes. The mosh pit is perhaps the most iconic 
(and memed) characteristic of the typical hardcore 
show. Frenetic dancing that moves to chaotic 
instrumentality and thudding polyrhythmics is 

the ultimate expression of freedom, liberty, and 
functional autonomy/free choice that individuals 
critically lack. It is a moment where the inhibitions 
of capitalism are released in the form of blood, 
sweat, and bruises. Many view the mosh pit as a 
direct act of violence, just as many perceive anarchy 
as a system that permits hedonism and moral 
abandonment. These views are misconceptions and 


a Temporary Autonomous Zone 


ignore the central ethos of solidarity that is present 
in both anarchism and hardcore. 

In the mosh pit, the principles of anarchy are 
demonstrated by the disenfranchised individuals 
that feel compelled to dance. It is largely nonviolent. 
That is not to say that my ribs have not been kicked 
in at a Code Orange show. This certainly takes 

place and is part of the risk and the thrill. But 
against the violence, there is solidarity in matched 
aggression. I’ve had men knocked out in one punch 
— collapsing on my boots — for saying misogynistic 
bullshit. Aggression is aimed only towards those that 
intend to exert force, dominance, and control over 
the marginalized. This is the spirit of anarchy, it is 

a defiance of bullshit prejudices propagated in the 
mainstream. There is no room for the mainstream in 
proper hardcore. It is not a space of oppression and 
violence characteristic of core society, rather one of 
complete liberation and outright refusal of injustice. 
Whether fans of the genre realize it or not, this is the 
main appeal of hardcore. 

Whether you're skanking, windmilling, two- 
stepping, or doing fucking flips off the stage, 

this movement (in both senses of the term) is a 
manifestation of liberation in a world where it 

is otherwise intangible. You get knocked down, 
comrades help you up. This mutual aid is a 
fundamental tenet of anarchy, and demonstrates that 
we are capable of acting out of free choice, outside 
of the realm of social control and restraint, and still 
manage not to be complete dicks to each other. 
Unadulterated liberty is dreaded and feared in a 
system that depends on control for its perpetuity. 
Indeed, this is why hardcore music terrifies some. 
Humans crave control. The mosh pit is a location 
where the uncontrollable takes place. That is what 

is so impactful about it. Yes, we look ridiculous in 
the mosh. But, isn’t that part of the point? We laugh 
in the face of rules and determine our own once we 
step foot in dingy venues. We satirize, criticize, and 
defy forces of domination by using our bodies in 

an exercise of physical and political freedom. The 
mosh pit is quite literally direct action. This is why 

it is integral to the scene. It promotes revolutionary 
energy by giving us the permission to feel and move 
more freely, unapologetically. 

Moshing is the physical manifestation of the spirit of 


the music, and by proxy, the spirit of the movement. 
It creates a safe space to channel aggression and 
energy, two qualities of radicalism that mobilize 

the resistance. To meaningfully engage with the 
hardcore genre is to engage with its political energy. 
Mosh pits are temporary autonomous zones of the 
most intense form. The atmosphere of a hardcore 
show is invigorating. It overwhelms your senses and 
the music evokes tantric reflection in celebration 

of alternative ideals. It is a space that confronts a 
pacified existence, calling attention to the ugliness of 
the world in which we exist, while offering hope for 
change. Above all, hardcore advocates for complete 
autonomy, the pulse of anarchism. Hear the chug of 
our guitars, see the swinging of our fists, smell the 
musk of our rage: feel liberated. 


A soundtrack for the Revolution: 
Humane- Hundredth 
Anarchy!- Showbread 

Diana la Cazadora- War on Women 
Who Invited the Russian Soldier?- Every Time I Die 
PMA- The Geeks 
Gang Control- Leftover Crack 
Money- Choking Victim 
Contempt of Cop- Sunami 
Military Dog- Worn 
Abolish Government/Silent Majority- TSOL 
Endless Resistance- Nails 
No Gods No Masters- Harms Way 
Bureaucrat- Regional Justice Center 
Big a Little A- Crass 
Socialized Death Sentence- Dystopia 
Educate Organize Activate- Section 8 
Black Mammoth- Fit For An Autopsy 
Ad People- Melted Bodies 
Leech- Northlane 
Injustice System!- Sick of It All 
Authority- Iron Reagan 
Together- Ecostrike 
Autonomous Zone- Killing Joke 
Nazi Die- Doom 
My War- Black Flag 
Hornet’s Nest- Power Trip 
True Fear- Kublai Khan 
Zeitgeist- Incendiary 
Three Minutes of Hate- Racetraitor 
Die Ignorant- All Pigs Must Die 


The Ballad of Hammerchic 


By: 
Bramble 


Key: Am, C, G, D 


The pigs murdered George Floyd in the streets 
In Minneapolis 
They caught the whole thing on videotape 
It was not at all ambiguous 


The riots erupted right after that 
They burned a precinct to the ground 
Protests spread all across the land 
And a common cause was found 


In Eugene things kicked off on a Friday night 
With a literal dumpster fire 
They smashed up the windows of some corporate shops 
And threw their shit upon the pyre 


They kept those fires burning for hours and hours 
In order to make a point 
They blew off the steam of covid quarantine 
And our protests they did anoint 


The BLM protests started on Sunday 
And thousands of people came out 
They marched and waved signs all around town 
And raised their voices up to shout 


Without justice there will be no peace 
You can't murder with impunity 
The racist violence of the police 

Is why we cannot let things be 


So come on all ye discontent 
In your persistence gather round 
The valiant deeds of dear hammerchick 
Are very near profound 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
You know you done us proud 
oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
I hope you escaped that crowd 


The protest it dragged on all day, 
They were not satisfied 
They marched along into the night 
And the names of the dead they cried 


Eric Garner and Sandra Bland 
Emmett Till and Ahmed Arboury 
Travyon Martin and Breonna Taylor 
And way too many more... 


The protest started out peaceful 
But hammerchick she came prepared 
The response to police repression 
She would not leave up in the air 


She brought her framing hammer 
And she made a lot of noise 
She had that hammer right to hand 
When the cops broke out their toys 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
You know you done us proud 
oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
I hope you escaped that crowd 


When we rolled up on that protest 
she was already swinging long 
Banging on a utility pole 
Making it ring out like a gong 


People were gathered at the library 

Some were kneeling on the ground 
Chanting that they could not breathe 
And that’s when the shit went down 


The police rolled up from down the block 
And told the people they had to move 
And all of our points about brutality 

They were about to prove 


They were not feeling patient 
They did not give us time 
They deployed their chemical 
weaponry 


And committed a war crime Ree ae 


oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
You know you done us proud 

oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
I hope you escaped that crowd 


One cop car did a drive by 
And fired at the crowd 
And hammerchick had had it 
As gas billowed out in a cloud 


She went over to a cop car 
And started banging on the hood 
She bashed hard at a window 
Yeah she gave it to them good 


She swung her mighty hammer 
Yeah you know she swung it strong 
She went back for another 
Because she was nowhere near well done 


She went back for another 
Though shed swung before a lot 
She went after those cop cars yeah 
And mightily she fought 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
Well you do what you do 
We'll need far more of your kind 
Before this long night is through 


The police they fired at your back 
They tried to take you to the ground 
They swung their batons all at you 
But you still did not back down 


Your boots they took you very fast 
You tried to book it down the alley 
I hope to see you out there again 
Maybe at the next big rally 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
What will become of you? 
We'll stand in solidarity 
Until we've seen this through 


We laugh and rage and grieve and cry 
They break out the tear gas 
We throw our fists up to the sky 
To ensure a freedom that lasts 


The door to freedom beckons 
If we don't squander this energy 
To defund and abolish the whole police force 
So that we can all be free 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
You know you did us proud 
Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
I hope you escaped that crowd 


She tossed her hammer into the ring 
Amongst the late spring flowers 
We'll stand beside her and fight the man 
Because the people have the power 


We're gonna need her out there 
And she’s on all of our minds 
We hold her in our hearts 
And we wish her very kind 


Her bail fund will be fully stocked 

We're grateful for her deeds 

The times to come are still ahead 

We will grow strong and fast like 
weeds 


Oh hammerchick, oh hanmerchick 
You know you done us proud 
Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 

I hope you escaped that crowd 


Oh hammerchick, oh hammerchick 
What will become of you? 
We'll stand in solidarity 


Until we've seen this through 


Check out the ballad of hammerchick on youtube.com/watch?v=XGRd8yGU1W8 
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Cottage in the Void ..... 


is like being stoned in an alternate dimension. By the time we had taken our 
mushrooms it was already dark outside and because of this it seemed my small 
cottage was transported into an alternate realm, one where we were the only 
thing in existence. My entire body felt completely overwhelmed with positive 
energy and a completely unique, perplexing feeling that can only be described 
as having my soul and my body both in entirely different realms (neither of 
which were here on so-called Earth). My Spirit had been transported to this 
alternate universe in which my cabin, my cats, and my roommate existed but 
nothing else. My soul was in a completely different dimension, one of pure 
joy and ecstasy. To maximize the imaginative potential of my experience, we 
put on some Italian psychedelic jazz and invested in some creative outlets. 

My roommate tried to write, and I decided to paint. Every brush stroke was a 


Springtime has arrived, and with the abundance of nature and beautiful sights 
in Eugene, there's no better time to have an experience with some of the local 
psychedelics. I hadn't had a meaningful experience with psychedelics in a while 
and I figured it would be a good way to release inhibitions and experience 

a different reality. As I always recommend you do, I purchased my magic 
mushrooms from a trusted friend. Unlike past times I had done mushrooms, 
instead of planning a specific day to trip, I decided to let the proper moment 
strike me, which it did two days later on a thursday evening with my roommate. 
We each took 2 grams, which we felt was the perfect dosage for my size and past 
experience. I will concede that the best trips often come from being outdoors 

in the sun and experiencing nature in its full effect (as aforementioned), but 
were busy ladies- sometimes it’s hard to schedule tripping balls around that. We 


started the evening by making dinner, and relaxed 
with Midnight Gospel on in the background as we 
began working our way through the small pile of 
shrooms we each had in front of us. As many know, 
psychedelic mushrooms aren't exactly known for 
their flavor profile, so my method of consumption 
has always been to break them up into small pieces 
and swallow them like pills, while my roommate 
accessorized her pasta with them. Immediately after 
taking them I felt a slight buzz throughout my body. 
I’m not sure whether that feeling was the placebo 
effect in play or the weed I smoked waiting for the 
effects to kick in, but either way I already knew this 
trip would be a good one. Another reason I knew 
this trip was going to be different from my previous 
experiences was the wave of nausea I was hit with 
about 30 minutes after eating the mushrooms. 
Everyone had always told me mushrooms made 
them nauseous before they tripped but I had never 
experienced this sensation before. Knowing how sensitive my stomach is, I 
marched my way into the bathroom and sat next to the toilet for a bit unsure of 
how I was feeling... about 10 minutes later the nausea abruptly dissipated. Upon 
recovery, I stepped out of the bathroom and was transported into a different 
realm. For any readers who have never dabbled in psychedelics, you may assume 
that acid and shrooms are very similar substances, however I want to stress that 
they are COMPLETELY different experiences. On acid the experience is much 
more like what a psychedelic virgin may envision, visual hallucinations like 
seeing rainbows in strokes of sunlight, and watching my plants grow around 

the room. With shrooms, I have never experienced visual hallucinations. The 
only way I can describe a shrooms trip (from my own perspective of course) 


viscerally unique sensation and at times I felt wholly 
at one with my canvas and brush. Upon sober 
reflection, those paintings were pretty terrible from 

ia technical perspective, but one can appreciate the 
artistic expression. I was having the time of my life, 
overcome with joy and incredibly high. Meanwhile, 
y roommate was sitting right next to me having an 
entirely different experience, in a realm of her own. 
hile my roommate could write an entirely separate 
article about her Hegel-induced, mind-numbing, 
existential crisis during her trip (she claims she was 
in a spiral of relentless negation for 5 hours), it would 
be far too long to include in this piece and it wouldn't 
do justice to her experience to try and write it from 
y perspective. It is however interesting to note 

hat while my roommate and I were experiencing 
completely different sensations and internal worlds 
during our respective trips, it still felt like we were 

in the same physical realm (a realm that still wasn't 
earth). For anyone considering trying mushrooms as a way to decrease stress, I 
would exercise caution because while it provided me with an incredibly relaxing 
and comforting experience, it only exacerbated the existentialism my roommate 
has been facing. Having a positive headspace and a comforting environment 
aren't always required for a good trip, however they can be extremely helpful. In 
the future I hope to experiment with higher dosages and explore more of nature 
during my psychedelic experiences, as I believe that would add an invigorating 
new element to the trip. To anyone considering trying magic mushrooms this 
spring (or anytime really) go forth with an open mind and open heart. 
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Gentrification is violent economic exploitation that destroys lives and very 
literally kills human beings. The latest move by the City of Eugene to gift 1059 
Willamette to rich, white, political insiders for the purpose of “development” 
and ownership will further entrench and enhance the violence of white power in 
Eugene and nationally. 

Gentrification describes the replacement of one population for another 
population. One group is displaced, another group is installed. The purpose of 
this replacement is to raise land values for those who control the land. 

As a system of replacement, gentrification is synonymous with genocidal 
colonialism. James Q. Wilson’s racist “Broken Windows Theory,’ is metaphorical 
justification for policing’s violent replacement of “broken” [read: black] people 
with “non-broken” [read: white] people. Gentrification targets “bad” human 
beings for replacement by “good” human beings. 

Survival is wired into the human animal. We gravitate to safety and resources. 
Dislocating those who “hold space” and replacing them with others for the 
purpose of economic benefit requires violence. With gentrification that violence 
is provided by police. 

Police, like other mercenaries, attack others to dislocate, to move or eliminate 
(and to get a paycheck). In Eugene, City Council directs punishing attacks 
through ordinances that criminalize survival behaviors, including forming safe 
communities near resources. The outcome is dislocation or extermination. 
Targeted propaganda that dehumanizes makes this dislocation and 
extermination palatable. Euphemistically called “sweeps,” among compliance 
professionals, like police, this violence is called, “taking out the trash” 

City Councils provide “carrots,” rewards, to those “like themselves.” Eugene's 
Council forgives taxes through MUPTE for “good folks”; funnels money 

to landowners through the “Urban Renewal District”; and uses “Trump 
Opportunity Zones” to further enrich the wealthiest. As land values rise, 
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Gentrification: Engine of Violence 


enriching landowners who hold it, they maximize advantage through rent- 
seeking. 

Rent-seeking by land-controllers impoverishes and eventually dislocates those 
renters. In cities, land values rise as a pyramid around the downtown “core.” 
Renters are hanger-oners, who, once tapped and run dry, are discarded to the 
periphery. 

Predatory Urban Capitalists, called “developers,” target single Young Urban 
Professionals. Without dependents, children, or aging parents, yuppies have 
the most exploitable income. While communal living with shared resources 
better answers our “human shelter/resource shortage” (due to privatization), 
developers build “lofts” for maximum return. 

Landowners benefit from the influx of easy yuppie dollars. Local businesses 
compete for the pie. Some businesses succeed and others are dislocated. In either 
case, landowners charge higher rents and leases. 

Young Urban Professionals are naive and easy to manipulate, putting them at 
the top of the consumer-exploitation food-chain. With yuppies, the holy grail 
for capitalists, comes ever greater land values, consolidated wealth, and further 
control of City Council “membership” who grease their development projects. 
Gentrification is not a benign evil. Private interests exploit consumers on a 
continuum. For greater control over territory, “owners” violently wrest control 
from an increasing mass who lose control. Loss of control should be seen on 

a continuum, reflected in violence that has accrued historically. Today, the 
ramifications of this control system are clear in the dislocation, physical & 
psychological harm, reduced life-expectancy, incarceration, and summary 
executions. 

This unequal exchange, inherent in capitalism, can only be sustained through 
violence. Accepting one means enduring the other. 


Reform or Revolution: 
The Nature of the Demands and Tactics of the Eugene Left 


Reform or Revolution is a long considered question 
on the left, and it’s one that communists have 
mostly taken a specific side on since Lenin and 
Luxembourg. We need Revolution. 


Luxembourg argued that under a reformist 
framework “our program becomes not the 
realization of socialism, but the reform of capitalism; 
not the suppression of 
the wage labor system 
but the diminution of 
exploitation, that is, the 
suppression of the abuses 
of capitalism instead of 
suppression of capitalism 
itself” Reform always 
functions within the 
logic of the systems of 
capitalism, and in the 
end it is limited by it. 
Working class people also 
find their origin within 
capitalist logic, but their revolutionary potential 
comes from the conflict between their interests and 
those of the capitalist class. Reformists don’t have a 
vision of the proletariat grabbing ahold of their own 
destinies and working to remake the world. Instead, 
they view the bourgeois state, and bourgeois politics, 
as the main mechanism for change, even if they 
believe that workers can wield and control them. 


The problem with this conception is that 
the state isn’t some neutral tool that the working 
classes can wield against capitalism in order to cause 
its destruction. Rather, the current state exists as an 
organ of bourgeois class domination. Like other 
things, the state stands in relationship to and arises 
from the social production of our world. It can’t 
be conceived of as some outside force presiding 
over humanity, it must always be considered in the 
context of the social world it arises from. The state 
exists to protect the order of the current world, and 
to maintain such an order it must prevent the utter 
irreconcilability of the interests of the working and 
capitalist classes from tearing the capitalist order 
apart. Due to the irreconcilability of bourgeois and 
proletarian interests, 
with the interests of the 
working class ultimately 
being the destruction 
of class itself, the state 
as the enforcer of 
bourgeois rule becomes 
necessary. 


Now, think 
back to the summer of 
2020. During the first 
few days, in response 
to the murder of 
George Floyd, we saw 


MINNEAPOLIS POLICE* 


a massive swell of direct conflict with the state. 
Those rebelling didn’t go to the ballot box or call 
their representatives in order to end police violence. 
Instead, they directly burned down the institutions 
of policing. “Abolish the police” at first seemed to 
mean something very literal and direct. 


Things changed quickly however. In most 
a places this sort of 
direct rebellion 
against the state 
didn't last long. In 
Eugene, groups like 
Black Unity quickly 
capitalized on what 
was happening. They 
advocated for reform 
and denounced the 
actions of those whod 
first sparked the 
movement. We had a 
split in the movement 
between the more and less radical sides. This could 
be plainly seen when a group of protestors at an 
event being led by Black Unity members split off 
and started its own march, this time to the Eugene 
jail rather than a 
campus location 

or the courthouse. 
Throughout the 
summer, there were 
often two sets of 
protests and events. 
Those organized 

by groups that 

saw themselves as 
more radical and 
abolitionist, such as 
the BIPOC Liberation 
Collective, and those 
organized by liberal 
groups like Black 
Unity. Sometimes, theyd be going on at the same 
time in two different places. 


The liberal groups were, unsurprisingly, 
reformists. More 
surprisingly, the radical 
groups often wound up 
using and advocating 
for reformist tactics as 
well. In saying this, I’m 
not trying to discredit 
them. It’s an easy thing 
to do, since reformism 
dominates our political 
realm. Both sides used 
the phrase “Defund 
the Police” during 
chants, for example, 
with the radicals often 
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interpreting the demand to mean “remove all the 
police funding so that the departments no longer 
exist”. Though this may count as abolition, such 
tactics are still reformist. Defunding is an action 
taken by the state, and as a road to abolition, is a 
reformist vision. Gone are the tactics of the early 
days when groups of angry people took matters 
into their own hands and directly burned down 
precincts. At this point, wed found ourselves asking 
the state to destroy its most important organ of 
power. 


Later on, there were several events that 
aimed to influence and shame the city council 
members and the mayor. Abolitionist groups 
attended an online city council meeting and read 
their demands to the city council members, some of 
whom appeared to be asleep. On another occasion, 
protestors marched to the mayor's house with 
the intention of waking her up and forcing her to 
come to terms with the violence she’s complicit 
with. Though the crowd continued to express its 
anger, what wound up happening was more like an 
informal town hall than it was the crowd holding 
the mayor accountable. The crowd took turns asking 
the mayor questions and giving short speeches, 
while the mayor 
responded, with 
the crowd mostly 
allowing her to 
talk. Rather than 
taking actions to 
abolish the police 
themselves, or 
trying to organize 
so that such a 
thing could be 
possible, they were 
asking their policy 
makers to take 
action and pass 
reform. 


This isn’t to condemn the events of the 
summer or the actions of this involved as pointlessly 
reformist. It was inevitable that the movement 
that started with uncoordinated action in the 
streets would organize itself. What's needed in the 
future, though, is consciousness. It’s easy to fall 
into reformism and reformist demands. To do so is 
the path of least resistance, since reformist politics 
dominate the current political realm. To avoid this 
we have to be aware of what reformism is and how 
it functions, and acknowledge the ways in which 
reformism can appear in radical clothes. If we can 
have such an understanding then perhaps the next 
time we're spurred towards rebellion we can work 
together to abolish the institutions of bourgeois rule 
ourselves, without any help from the capitalists who 
hold power over our cities. 
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UNCONDITIONAL 
SUPPORT 


For M29 Arrestees and all others 
experiencing state repression from 
Eugene's Long Summer of 2020 


Until we meet on the streets again... 
ee 


. 


AMNESTY 
FOR 
EVERYONE! 


